BAIS TORAH BULLETIN

July 3, 2015
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WHAT’S NEW

This week’s Kiddush is available for sponsorship

nw'w aTIvo is sponsored by Rabbi Shlomo Horowitz for the yartzheit of his
mother Elka bas Shmuel.

The daf yomi shiurim for the upcoming week are sponsored by Marilyn Sapir in
memory of her mother, Chaya Rochel bas Refoel Yitzchok.

The Adult Education Committee has the following programs lined up for the
upcoming weeks: July 12 Lecture by Shani Taragin July 19: movie "The Prime
Ministers" July 26: Tish b'av program Details to follow....

The 2015-2016 KOSHER DISCOUNT CARD is now available. The new lower
cost is $15.00. The card benefits Bais Torah and Jewish Family Service. See
Aviva in the office.

Join us on Tuesday, August 4th for an evening of Mozart, Haydn and Beetho-
ven at Lincoln Center's Mostly Mozart Festival, as well as the optional pre-
concert recital. Bais Torah has reserved a limited number of tickets at $50
each. Contact Kay Greenblatt to reserve your tickets: kaygreen-
blatt@gmail.com or 914-261-6449.

Sunday Fast of 17 Taamuz

Fast begins: 3:40 AM -
(Those who have difficulty fasting may eat until 4:17 AM)

Shacharis: 7:45 AM
Mincha: 8:00 PM
Maariv: 9:00 PM

Fast ends: 9:13 PM

MAZAL TOV
Marty and Carol Ginsberg on the birth of a grandson, born to their children
Hudi and Adam Kenigsberg of Mitzpe Yericho, Israel.

Nechemia and Pesi Zyskind on the birth of a grandson born to their children
Moishe and Yvette Zyskind.

Yussie and Gail Tuchman on the marriage of their grandchildren, Shira and lke
Sultan children of of Rabbi Elie and Suzie Tuchman of Passaic .

NICHUM AVEILIM

Carol Ginsberg on the petirah of her sister, llene Karson.
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BIKUR CHOLIM-
Please Call Before Visit-
ing
Rosalie Kallner

Fountainview 356-2506
Tova Eizik 356-7981
Bob Schore 356-2512
Rebecca Tilson 369-9789
Hilde Zauderer 357 2556

SHIURIM

Women'’s Tehilim, I’zecher
nishmas Feigel bas Menachem
Mendel, meets Shabbos after-
noon 30 minutes before the
Pirkei Avos shiur

Sunday:

6:25 AM Daf Yomi
Rabbi Avromy Fein

8:30 AM Gemara Miseches
Pesachim

Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb
Sun-Thurs:

10:00 AM Daf Yomi
Rabbi Yosef Fischer

Mon-Friday

5:25 AM Daf Yomi |
Rabbi Avromy Fein

7:00 AM Daf Yomi Il
Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb

8:25 AM Chumash Shiur
Rabbi Yosef Fischer

9:45 AM Gemara Shiur
Rabbi Leibel Reznick

Wednesday

Following Maariv-Navi
Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb
Thursday

8:15 Women’s Mishnayos
Dr. Debbie Raice Fox

Parashas Balak Bilaam, the “Yetzer HaTov” and the “Yetzer HaRa”

(The bulk of this essay is based on the analysis of the parashah by Rav Shimon Schwab, ZT"L)
When Bilaam sought permission the first time from HaShem to accompany the messengers of
Balak who'd sought his services on a mission to curse the Children of Israel, he was turned down
flatly, “You shall not go with them! You shall not curse the people, for it is blessed!” (BaMidbar
22:12) However, when Bilaam indicated to the messengers that his response was somewhat
conditional, depending on the price, and Balak responded by sending a second set of messen-
gers, with fatter wallets, this time the response was different, “If the men come to summon you,
arise and go with them, but only the thing that | speak — that shall you do.” (BaMidbar 22:20)
Bilaam leaves with the men and we find the following verse: “God’s wrath flared because he was
going...” (BaMidbar 22:22) Now, how could HaShem have told Bilaam, “Arise and go with them”
and two verses later, we find “God’s wrath flared because they were going.” ?

Rabbi Schwab answers with the only possible answer: Until this point, it could have been said in
defense of Bilaam that he was only after honor and after money; but now the truth came out
starkly: Bilaam wanted to curse the People of Israel for its own sake and specifically because
they were HaShem’s Chosen People.

He analyzes Bilaam'’s actions in terms of the capability of “Free Choice,” as Chazal say in Mak-
kos 10b, “On the path that a person chooses, he is permitted to go” and, as the Rambam says in
the beginning of chapter 5 of the Laws of Repentance: “Permission is granted to every person. If
he wishes to incline himself towards a lifestyle of goodness and become a righteous person, he is
permitted to do so and likewise if he wishes to adopt a lifestyle of evil, and become a wicked per-
son, that path is open to him; and no one can interfere with his ability to choose good or evil.”
“And so it was with regard to Bilaam, that as long as he acted ‘shelo-lishmah,” seeking honor or
wealth, it would be better for him than if he acted in an evil manner ‘lishmah,’ out of hatred. That
is why HaShem told him to ‘go with the men of Balak,” who had promised him untold wealth.”

“From these ideas, an individual should be clear with regard to his service of his Creator, for it is
an important principle taught in Maseches Sotah 11a that a measure of goodness is far greater
than a measure of evil and punishment. And, if so, there is no limit or boundary to what one can
accomplish in the realm of Torah and Mitzvos, if only one would remove from his heart ulterior
motives of honor and wealth which confuse his thoughts; in particular, with regard to the study of
Torah.”

“By the light of the above, we can reflect on the words of Chazal in connection with the verse
‘And Bilaam arose in the morning and saddled his donkey.” The Holy One said to him, ‘you were
preceded by Avraham, about whom it is said: ‘And Avraham arose early in the morning and sad-
dled his donkey’ (Bereshis 22:3) [on the way to the Akeidah of Yitzchak]. From here, we see
that hatred overcomes the boundaries of common sense but that love also overcomes the bound-
aries of common sense. And thus, it is not a problem that we see sometimes that the wicked are
successful in their wickedness and that is because they act ‘lishmo,’ i.e. for the sake of evil, with-
out any ulterior motives... And the good advice to defeat evil is to strengthen ourselves to fulfill
the commandments of HaShem also ‘lishmah,” without any ulterior motive...”

“Because of our great sinfulness, in our generation, there are many haters of Israel whose hatred
overcomes the boundaries of common sense to the point that the haters endanger their own lives
by fighting against us, but it is only worship of HaShem ‘lishmah’ that can overcome them with
His Help, May he be Blessed, until the time comes that all evil will disappear like smoke, and the
rule of evil will disappear from the world.”

How to Reach Us

Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb 357-3913, Daytime emergency 362-8362
rabbigottlieb@gmail.com

President Abe Frankel 845 425 8284, Abefrankel@aol.com
Treasurer Michael Kronenberg 845 368 1064 mkron1950@gmail.com
Facilities Yis Helprin  746-8065

Shul Secretary Aviva Schmutter 352-1343 baistorah
9:00-3:00, To receive e-mail updates, write to baistorah@gmail.com

Simcha Room Reservations/Kiddushim Jack Gross ~ 659-6590
Aviva Schmutter, 352-1343

Shalosh Seudas Reservations Jack Gross 659-6590

Bikur Cholim Eveline Kranzler, 352-8410 Sandy Lieder,

Eiruv 362-4302 Mikvah 425-6101

Chesed Committee Charlie Grandovsky, 425-4683

Youth Jonathan Rosenstock 369-6349

Sisterhood Liaison Betty Schloss, 369 —1833 Hinda Kimmel 357-9571
Lost and Found Michael Loebenstein, 425-8895

Chevra Kadisha Steve Fessel, 425-1713, Ephraim Pessin, 914-420-6714
Gloria Gordon, 425-1276 Misaskim — 917-217-1545

Sisterhood Tribute Cards, Mona Selzer 356-0219

Bais Torah Bulletin Email: baistorahbulletin@gmail.com, All submissions
are subject to review and must be submitted by 9pm Wednesday even-
ing..Bulletin is downloadable from the web at www.baistorah.org.

In Case of Emergency The red Hatzoloh phone is in the hallway on the
wall between the rear washing station and the Simcha Room.
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