BAIS TORAH BULLETIN

October, 31 2014
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Candlelighting 5:35

Mincha 5:40
Shkiah 5:53
17 17 nws naw
Hashkama 7:30
Daf Yomi 8:00
Shacharis 8:45

Sof Zman K’S 10:03

Halacha Shiur 4:40
Mincha 5:25
Shkiah 5:52
Maariv 6:35

Weekday Schedule:
Week of 11/2-11/7
Shacharis
Sunday
Mon, Thurs
6:20,7:45,8:30

Tues,Weds, Fri

6:30, 7:45,8:30

7:45,8:30

Mincha Maariv
Sunday-Thurs
Second Maariv
Mon-Thurs

4:40
8:00

NEXT SHABBOS
X'l W1
Candlelighting 4:27
Mincha 4:30
Shkiah 4:45

WHAT’S NEW

This week’s Kiddush is sponsored by all those celebrating Anniversaries and-
Birthdays in October and November. Thank you to all the sponsors, and Mazal
Tov to all the celebrants..

nwr'sw aTivo is available for sponsorship. Thank you to Dr. Yehuda Eliezri
and Yis Helprin for stepping in to sponsor Seudas Shlishis last week.

BNOS every Shabbos from 2:30-3:30 for girls grades Kindergarten through 7th
grade. Sponsorships are available for only $25 a week! Call Aviva at 352-1343
ext 1 for this great opportunity!

Rabbi Gottlieb's contemporary halacha Shiur for the winter months will focus
on the halachos of shemitta. Join us each Shabbos afternoon as we explore the
history and halacha of shemitta and demystify this oft misunderstood mitzvah. .

TURN CLOCKS BACK ONE HOUR MOTZOIE SHABBOS.
8:00PM (Second) Ma’ariv will begin Monday November 3rd.

Rabbi Frand’s Thursday shiur via the TCN network is Thursday nights at 9pm,
and Rabbi Reisman’s shiur is Motzoie Shabbos at 8:30PM.

Save The Date!!! Avos U’Banim Learning returns on Motzoie Shabbos No-

vember 8 at 7PM followed by a grand kick off event! Juggling Moish will per-
form at 7:45, and all are invited to attend! Sponsorships are available for $50 per
week email Jonthan Rosenstock Jonathan.Rosenstock@yahoo.com

Rabbi Gottlieb’s Wednesday night Shmuel Aleph Navi shiur has resumed
Wednesday nights at 8:15 PM.

Join our new Chumash Class by Dr. Yehuda Eliezri 8:15 Tuesday night.

ZUMBA!!! Women’s Zumba is every Monday night at 8:15 PM. Call Betty
Schloss, 369 —1833 Hinda Kimmel 357-9571 for details.

MAZAL TOV

Rabbi Yosef and Barbara Fischer on the marriage of their grandson, Reuven
Fischer of Monsey, to Shira Janette of New Haven, CT

Sally and Marvin Borgen on the birth of a great granddaughter, Elizabeth, born in
Los Angeles to Elaina and Nachum Hascalovici, children of Ruth and Simeon
Lauer.
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BIKUR CHOLIM-
Please Call Before Visit-
ing
Rosalie Kallner

Fountainview 356-2506
Tova Eizik 356-7981
Bob Schore 356-2512
Rebecca Tilson 369-9789
Helen Furman 357-1365
Hilde Zauderer 357 2556

SHIURIM

Women'’s Tehilim, I’zecher nish-
mas Feigel bas Menachem Men-
del, meets Shabbos afternoon 30
minutes before the halacha shiur
Sunday:

6:25 AM Daf Yomi
Rabbi Avromy Fein

8:30 AM Gemara Miseches Pe-
sachim

Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb
Sun-Thurs:

10:00 AM Daf Yomi
Rabbi Yosef Fischer

Mon-Friday

5:25 AM Daf Yomi |
Rabbi Avromy Fein

7:00 AM Daf Yomi Il
Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb

8:25 AM Navi Shiur
Rabbi Yosef Fischer

9:45 AM Gemara Shiur
Rabbi Leibel Reznick

Tuesday

8:15 PM Chumash Shiur
Dr. Yehuda Eliezri
Wednesday

8:15PM Shmuel Aleph
Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb
Thursday

8:15 Women’s Mishnayos
Dr. Debbie Raice Fox

Parashas Lech Lecha - “...And Count the Stars if you can:;...

Such will be Your Seed” (Bereshit 15:5)

In this week's Parshah, "Lech Lecha," the spotlight of the Chumash is cast upon Avraham, the
first of the Avot of the Jewish People, a spiritual giant, who introduced the idea of monotheism
to the world. Because of his great faith, Avraham is promised by G-d that his descendants will
be as innumerable as the stars. (Bereshit 15:5)

Yet there is something very puzzling about this promise. For the Chumash itself testifies that G-
d's "yearning for and selection of the Jewish People is not based upon your great numbers, for
indeed you are the smallest of the nations." (Devarim 7:7)  That this at first glance surprising
historical fact has not changed substantially is made clear when Jewish population figures are
compared with those of China. It is estimated that in Biblical times, the population of that nation
was approximately equal to that of the Jewish People; namely, about twelve million. During the
millenia of relatively isolated and tranquil existence that it enjoyed in the Far East, China's
population has grown to more than a billion. Jewish population, on the other hand, due to
persecution by and assimilation into more nations than we can count, has remained basically
stationary, at the level of twelve to thirteen million.

A possible resolution of the conflict described above is to say that the promise of multitudes for
the descendants of Avraham was fulfilled in the two monotheistic world religions Christianity
and Islam, whose adherents, almost as numberless as the stars, trace their lineage also to
Avraham. Each showed great spiritual strengths. "On the very same day, Avraham and his
son Yishmael, were circumcised." (Bereshit 17:26) Esav too showed strong spiritual qualities.
His specialty was honoring his father, and his father loved him for it. When Esav learned that
Yaakov had taken his father’s blessing, he let out a "great and bitter cry." (Bereshit 27:34) That
cry was paid for by Mordechai, as we read "And he went into the city, and cried out a great and
bitter cry," (Esther 4:1) when his People were threatened by Haman, a descendant of Amalek
and Esav.

But both Yishmael and Esav had tragic flaws. Yishmael is described by a heavenly angel
before his birth, "And he shall be a wild man; his hand against everyone, and everyone's hand
against him... " (Bereshit 16:12) David HaMelech in prophecy foretold the difficulties of dealing
with him. "Woe unto me, for | have dwelt in Meshech; | have dwelt with those who inhabit the
tents of Kedar. Long has my soul dwelt with those who hate peace. | am for peace - but when |
speak, they are for war!" (Psalms 120) Yishmael's descendants are motivated to self-sacrifice
by violent rage and jealousy, and to “Jihad,” “Holy War” throughout the Middle East, incapable
of realizing that there is nothing holy about war. Yitzchak is motivated to self-sacrifice, as we
saw at the Akeidah and throughout centuries of Jewish History, by "Yirat Shamayim," Fear and
Awe of his Heavenly Father, and respect and reverence for his earthly father.

Esav's father prophesied as to his son's future. He said to Esav, "You shall live by the

sword!" (Bereshit 27:40) This has been tragically borne out by centuries of persecution by the
ancient Romans, by Christians during the Crusades and the expulsions from England, Spain
and Portugal, further borne out by pogroms and massacres in Poland and Russia, and climaxed
last century by the Holocaust. And even in the twenty-first century, sparks from the “strange
fire” of unholy Anti-Semitism have been carried by descendants of Yishmael and readily
received in Europe and elsewhere in the world by descendants of Esav. But it is Yaakov Avinu,
Jacob our father, who is considered the "chosen one of the Avot" because he produced no
Yishmael and no Esav, whose children were the Twelve Tribes of Israel, the "Shivtei Kah," the
Tribes of Hashem.

L’llluy Nishmas beni, Aharon Baruch Mordechai ben Pinchas Menachem

How to Reach Us
Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb 357-3913, Daytime emergency 362-8362
rabbigottlieb@gmail.com

President Abe Frankel 845 425 8284, Abefrankel@aol.com
Treasurer Michael Kronenberg 845 368 1064 mkron1950@gmail.com
Facilities Yis Helprin  746-8065

Shul Secretary Aviva Schmutter 352-1343 baistorah

Sisterhood Liaison Betty Schloss, 369 —1833 Hinda Kimmel 357-9571
Lost and Found Michael Loebenstein, 425-8895

Chevra Kadisha Steve Fessel, 425-1713, Ephraim Pessin, 914-420-6714
Gloria Gordon, 425-1276 Misaskim — 917-217-1545

Sisterhood Tribute Cards, Mona Selzer 356-0219
Bais Torah Bulletin call (845) 371-5337 or Email: baistorahbulle-

%lnd%grgail.com, All submissions are subject to review and must be submit-
e

mail.com M-TH pm Wednesday evening..Bulletin is downloadable from the web at

9:00-3:00, To receive e-mail updates, write to baistorah@gmail.com www.baistorah.org.
Simcha Room Reservations/Kiddushim Jack Gross ~ 659-6590 In Case of Emergency The red Hatzoloh phone s in the hallway on the

wall between the rear washing station and the Simcha Room.

Aviva Schmutter, 352-1343
iy Th fibrill isi in th ite the Hatzoloh
Shalosh Seudas Reservations Jack Gross 659-6590 phgn%e ibrillator is in a cubby in the coat room opposite the Hatzolol

Bikur Cholim Eveline Kranzler, 352-8410 Sandy Lieder, 352-0122
Eiruv 362-4302 Mikvah 425-6101

Chesed Committee Charlie Grandovsky, 425-4683

Youth Jonathan Rosenstock 369-6349
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