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WHAT’S NEW

This week’s Kiddush is available for sponsorship
 סעודה שלישיתis co-sponsored by Jack Gross for yartzheit of his mother,
Brocha bas Moshe Yitzchok, and by Jack Schloss for yartzheit of his mother,
שבת פרשת ויגש
Faiga bas Menachem Mendel, and by Arthur Landau for yahrzeit of his father,
Yisroel ben Yissocher Dov HaLevi
 שחרית השכמה7:30
Pirchei for boys 2:00-2:50 and Bnos for girls 3:00-4:00 Shabbos afternoon.
דף היומי
8:00
AVOS U’BANIM THIS Motzoie Shabbos at 6:30 PM. Learning,pizza and prizes!! This
שחרית
8:45
week is co-sponsored by Allen and Miriam Nussbaum and by David and Carol
Abramczik.To sponsor a night of learning for only $50 please contact the shul office
סוף זמן ק‘‘ש
40:8
orJonathan.Rosenstock@yahoo.com .
Halacha Shiur 3:15
Rabbi Frand and, Rabbi Reisman will not be seen this week (December 5 and December 7).
מנחה
0044
This Motzoie Shabbos December 7 at 8:30 PM Join Bais Torah presenting Harry H
שקיעה
90:4
Beren Ask OU Outreach Special Community Kashrus Event. Featuring Rabbi Moshe
מעריב
40::
Elefant discussing the “Integrity of Kosher Meat after the Recent Meat Scandals,”
Nachum Rabinowitz presenting the “Production of Kosher Wine and Liquor,”
Weekday Schedule: Rabbi
The evening will be emceed by Rabbi Yosef Grossman with questions after each session.
To submit questions in advance please email: grossman@ou.org.
Week of 12/8-12/13
Sunday morning December 8, please join us for a special OU Breakfast with Rabbi
שחרית
Dr. Tzvi Hersh Weinreb at 9:30 am: “Are We All Fanatics?”
Sunday
7:45 Are you celebrating a birthday or anniversary in December or January? Celebrate with us
Mon, Thurs 6:20,7:45 and help support our weekly Kiddush.It’s the Birthday and Anniversary KiddushShabbos Parshas Shemos, December 21.To be honored at the Kiddush  כםר$18 per
Tues,Weds, 6:30,7:45 name or couple please contact Aviva@baistorah.org. The deadline is December 16.
Friday: Asara B’Teves The next Oneg Shabbos, is Friday Night,parshas Vayechi December 13 at the Lieder
home 75 College Road, at 8:15 pm.
Fast begins 6:01 AM
Community Synagogue will be screening the award-winning film “Fill the Void” on MotShacharis 6:10, 7:45 zoie Shabbos December 14. All are invited to attend.
Fast ends
5:08 PM Teen Oneg Friday night parshas Shemos December 20 at Rabbi and Mrs. Gottlieb 115
Carlton Road
מעריב- מנחה
SAVE THE DATE -December 28 -Eitan Katz Concert!! Reserved in advance (first
Sun-Thurs
4:15 three rows) $50,seats the night of the concert $25.

Second מעריב
Mon-Thurs

8:00

NEXT SHABBOS:
פרשת ויחי
הדלקת נרות
מנחה
שקיעה

MAZAL TOV
Michael and Sharon Kronenberg on the marriage of their children Shimon and Talia Kronenberg

4:10
5033 NICHUM AVEILIM
90:8 Rabbi Dovid Bussu on the petirah of his father, Rabbi Yitzchok Bussu
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Refuah
Shelaimah
Refuah
Shelaimah

Parashas Vayigash A Biography of Yehudah

Katie
Tannenbaum’sgrandgrand- As described in Parashas Vayetze, Yehudah was the fourth son of Leah, for which she gave thanks to
Katie Tannenbaum’s
HaShem for giving her more than her fair share of sons. When she conceived and gave birth to Yehudah,
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she said, “Now I will thank HaShem; therefore, she called his name ‘Yehudah’ – and she ceased giving
birth” (Bereshis 29:35), because the root of Yehudah is “hoda’ah,” giving thanks. Later on, after six more
sons, and one daughter, Dinah, were born to Yaakov, we find, “And the Almighty remembered Rachel;
the Almighty heard her, and He opened her womb. She conceived and gave birth to a son, saying, ‘The
Almighty has gathered in my shame;’ and she called his name ‘Yoseph,’ saying – ‘May HaShem give me
another son’ ” (Bereshis 30:22-24) The two major actors among Yaakov’s sons, Yehudah and Yoseph,
are now present in the world, and Yaakov says to Lavan, ‘Send me, and I will go to my place and to my
land.’ ” Towards the end of his journey to his father, Yitzchok, Rachel dies in childbirth, giving birth to
Binyamin, and fulfilling Rachel’s prophecy that Yaakov will have 12 sons.
At the beginning of Parashas Vayeshev, we find a festering sibling rivalry between Yoseph and his
brothers, to which Yaakov is not an innocent party. “And Yisroel loved Yoseph more than any of the other
brothers, for he was a ‘son of his old age;’ and he made for him a many-colored coat.” (Bereshis 37:3)
Yoseph told his brothers and his father about dreams he’d had which pictured him as ruling over his
brothers and his parents. “So his brothers were jealous of him and his father kept the matter in
mind.” (Bereshis 37:11) Yaakov foolishly (it would seem) sends Yoseph to check on his brothers’ welfare.
As he approaches them, the brothers reveal their preferences. One group favors killing him outright.
Reuven suggests casting him into a pit in order, as the Torah testifies, to return to rescue him and return
him to his father. Yehudah first agrees with him because he believes Yoseph’s dreams and he cannot
imagine that HaShem will not rescue him from the pit. Then he changes his mind, and becomes
convinced that the brothers must take action and let HaShem show His greatness by rescuing from that
situation. He recommends selling Yoseph into slavery, a suggestion which earns him the antipathy of the
rest of the brothers.
As a result of this crime, which he instigated, the Torah describes Yehudah’s banishment from his
brothers. He marries the daughter of a peddler, who bears two sons to him: Er and Onan. He secures a
beautiful woman to marry Er. The latter abuses her sexually, and HaShem punishes him by taking his life.
Onan then marries her, but his behavior matches his brother’s, and so does his fate. Yehudah withholds
his third son, Shelah from her, fearing for his life.
Meanwhile, Yehudah’s own wife dies. In his loneliness, he lives with Tamar, who has pretended to be a
harlot, and asks for his staff, signet ring and wrap in lieu of a lamb, as payment for her services. She
conceives and after three months, her pregnancy becomes obvious, her condition is reported to Yehudah,
who says, “Take her out and put her to death by fire!” (Bereshis 38:24) She reveals the staff, the wrap
and the signet ring and, using language similar to that used by the brothers when they showed the bloody
coat to Yaakov, she says “By the man to whom these belong am I with child. And she said, ‘Identify, if
you please, whose are this signet ring, this wrap and this staff.’ ” (Bereshis 38:25) What happened
next is one of the keys of Yehudah to “Olam HaBa,””Yehudah recognized, and he said, ‘She is more
righteous than I!’ ” (Bereshis 38:26)
Yoseph implements a strategy designed to bring the brothers to “Teshuvah,” Repentance and to reveal
their true motivation. Speaking harshly with them, he orders them not to appear before him without their
youngest brother, Binyamin.
The brothers return to Yaakov and reveal the new development. When the famine persists, Yehudah
utters the following immortal words regarding Binyamin: “I will personally guarantee him; of my own
hand you can demand him. If I do not bring him back to you and stand him up before you, then I
will have sinned against you for all time.” (Bereshis 43:9)
The brothers return with Binyamin. Yoseph treats them in a gentlemanly manner. But when they are
about to leave, he instructs his servant to plant his silver cup in the bag of Binyamin, along with his food
and returned money. After the brothers leave, they are immediately summoned back to Yoseph’s palace
and confronted with the accusation of the stolen cup. A search ensues and the cup is found in Binyamin’s
bag. Parashas Miketz ends on the dramatic note that Yoseph says that Binyamin alone will be his
servant, and the rest of the brothers can return in peace to their father.
Thus, Yoseph has put his brothers in the same situation with respect to Binyamin as they were in, years
earlier, with respect to him. Yehudah, acting as their spokesman, now approaches Yoseph, describes the
attachment between Yaakov and Binyamin, and continues, “And now, if I come to your servant, my father,
and the youth is not with us – since his soul is so bound up with his soul – it will happen that when he
sees that the youth is missing, he will die, and your servants will have brought down the hoariness of your
servant our father in sorrow to the grave. For your servant took responsibility for the youth from my
father, saying ‘If I do not bring him back to you, then I will be sinning to my father for all time.’ Now,
therefore, please let your servant remain instead of the youth as a servant to my lord, and let the youth go
up with his brothers. For how can I go up to my father if the youth is not with me, lest I see the evil that
will befall my father!” (Bereshis 44:30-34)
The following are excerpts from the “Blessings of Yaakov” to Yehudah: “A lion cub is Yehudah; from
the prey, my son, you have arisen…” (Bereshis 49:9-10) This refers to Yehudah’s separating himself
from the plot to kill Yoseph by saying, “What profit would killing Yoseph be for us?” (Bereshis 37:33) and
also, when as a judge, the possibility of killing Tamar came before you and you said, “She is more
righteous than I” (Bereshis 38:26) and spared her life. And the following: “The scepter shall not
depart from Yehudah nor a scholar from among his descendants until Shiloh comes and his will
be the assembly of nations.” (Bereshis 49:10) – which Onkelos, followed by Rashi, render as “until the
Moshiach comes, to whom the kingdom belongs.”
L’Illuy Nishmas beni, Aharon Baruch Mordechai, ben Pinchas Menachem

How to Reach Us
Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb 357-3913, Daytime emergency 362-8362
rabbigottlieb@gmail.com
President Steve Fessel 845 300 5106, Sfessel@gmail.com
Treasurer Jay Kimmel, 357-9571
Facilities Yis Helprin 746-8065
Shul Secretary Aviva Schmutter 352-1343 aviva@baistorah.org M-TH
9:00-3:00, To receive e-mail updates, write to baistorah@gmail.com
Simcha Room Reservations/Kiddushim Jack Gross
357-4121
Aviva Schmutter, 352-1343
Shalosh Seudas Reservations
Jack Gross 357-4121
Bikur Cholim Eveline Kranzler, 352-8410 Sandy Lieder, 352-0122
Eiruv 362-4302
Mikvah 425-6101

Chesed Committee Charlie Grandovsky, 425-4683
Youth Jonathan Rosenstock 369-6349
Sisterhood Liaison Betty Schloss, 369 –1833 Hinda Kimmel 357-9571
Lost and Found Michael Loebenstein, 425-8895
Chevra Kadisha Steve Fessel, 425-1713, Ephraim Pessin, 914-420-6714
Gloria Gordon, 425-1276 Misaskim – 917-217-1545
Sisterhood Tribute Cards,
Mona Selzer 356-0219
Bais Torah Bulletin call (845) 371-5337 or Email: baistorahbulletin@gmail.com, All submissions are subject to review and must be submitted by 9pm Wednesday evening..Bulletin is downloadable from the web at
www.baistorah.org.
In Case of Emergency The red Hatzoloh phone is in the hallway on the
wall between the rear washing station and the Simcha Room.
The defibrillator is in a cubby in the coat room opposite the Hatzoloh
phone.
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