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WHAT’S NEW

This week’s Kiddush is available for sponsorship.

nw'w aTIvo is available for sponsorship.

Pirchei for boys every Shabbos 2:00-2:50- BNOS for girls every Shabbos 3:00-
4:00 . Both are for Kindergarten - 7th grade. SPONSORSHIPS ARE AVAILA-
BLE! For only $20 you can sponsor Pirchei and Bnos for the week! Please con-
tact Aviva in the shul office 352-1343.

Come enjoy the live Shiurim: Rabbi Frand Thursday night at 9:00 pm, Rab-
bi Reisman Motzoei Shabbos 10:00 pm. Everyone is invited to attend.

Community-wide Yom Ha’atzmaut celebration at Congregation Bais Torah Sun-
day evening April 14, 2013. Guest speaker — Rabbi Nachum Muschel dean
emeritus of Ashar, on the topic of : “B’shuv Hashem Es Sheevas Tziyon Hoy-
eenu K’cholmim” a personal perspective from one of the “dreamers.”

The next Birthday and Anniversary Kiddush is Shabbos Parshas Achrei Mos-
Kedoshim, April 20th. If you are celebrating a birthday or anniversary in April or
May you can help support our weekly kiddush. Only $18 per listing, deadline is
Tuesday April 16. Please contact Aviva in the shul office 352-1343 or email:
aviva@baistorah.org.

SEND IN THOSE ADS! The annual Bais Torah dinner will take place Sunday
April 21st at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Suffern., Featuring: Guests of Honor-
Rabbi and Amy Gottlieb, Presidential Award-Michael Kronenberg, Eishes
Chayil Award-Sandy Lieder, Gabbai of the Year Award-Rabbi Shlomo Horo-
witz, Kesser Shem Tov award—Mr. and Mrs. Henry and Anne Shapiro. The
Leadership Award will be presented to Libby Mendlowitz for her efforts in get-
ting Bnos and Pirchei started and running in the shul. The invitations and ad
blanks have arrived, be sure to fill them out and send them in ASAP! OR you can
place your ads for the Shul dinner now on our secure website : hiip:/
baistorahdinner.com

MAZAL TOV

Marty and Carol Ginsberg on the birth of their grandson, Avraham Shepsel, born
to their children Hudi and Adam Kenigsberg of Mitzpe Yericho.

Alan and Malkie Zamore on the engagement of their son Yehuda Rosenberg to
Lili Kerekes.
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SHIURIM

Women’s Tehilim, I’zecher
nishmas Feigel bas Men-
achem Mendel, meets
Shabbos afternoon 30
minutes before Pirkei
Avos Shiur

Sunday:
6:25 AM Daf Yomi
Rabbi Avromy Fein

8:30 AM Gemara Misech-
es Pesachim

Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb
Sun-Thurs:

10:00 AM Daf Yomi
Rabbi Yosef Fischer

Mon-Friday

5:25 AM Daf Yomi |
Rabbi Avromy Fein

7:00 AM Daf Yomi |l
Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb

8:25 AM Navi Shiur
Rabbi Yosef Fischer

9:45 AM Gemara Shiur
Rabbi Leibel Reznick

Tuesday

8:15 PM Sha’arei Torah
Chavrusa Program

Wednesday

8:15 PM Navi Yechezkel
Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb-

Thursday

8:15PM Women’s Mish-
nayos class-

Dr. Debbie Raice Fox

Parashas Shmini— “Dayenu” — “It would have been enough for us”

” The parashah of the week begins, “It was on the eighth day...” (Vayikra 9:1), on which Rashi
comments, “the eighth day of the inauguration of the ‘Mishkan,” which was ‘Rosh Chodesh
Nissan,’ the very day on which the ‘Mishkan’ was erected...” Now the ‘Mishkan’ was the
predecessor of the “Bais HaMikdash,” the Holy Temple, also known as the “Bais HaBechirah,”
the House Reflecting the Chosenness of the Jewish People.

On the Pesach just past, one of the popular Songs of Gratitude to HaShem sung at the Seder
was “Dayenu,” “It would have been enough for us.” Itis a list of fourteen great miracles
performed for us by HaShem. The song begins as follows:

“If He had only taken us out of Mitzrayim, but not punished the Egyptians, it would have been
enough for us.” This can be explained by the thought that we were really not interested in the
punishment of the Egyptians, and would have been just as happy if they didn’t have to suffer.
HaShem'’s angels, in fact, were puzzled as to why the Egyptians were being punished, and the
Israelites weren’t, inasmuch as the two were idol-worshippers.

Another stanza goes like this: “If He had only punished their gods, but not killed their first-
born, that would have been enough for us.” Surely the tenth plague caused so much suffering,
it is beyond imagining, and were it not a necessary blow, we would gladly have done without it.

Two other stanzas read as follows: “Had He only split the sea for us, and not allowed us to
cross on dry land, it would have been enough for us.” — “If He would only have allowed us to
cross the sea on dry land, but not drowned our enemies in the sea, it would have been enough
for us.” The sight of those awesome miracles should have given our enemies pause, but they
chose otherwise.

“If He would only have given us the Shabbos, but not brought us near to Mt Sinai, that would
have been enough for us.” The Holy Day of Rest, modeled after the Creation of the Universe
and commemorating the Exodus of the Jews from Egypt, from which no other nation had ever
escaped, should surely have been enough for us!

“If He had given us the Torah, but not allowed us into the Holy Land of Israel, that would
certainly have been enough for us.” Our receipt of the Torah is what qualified us for Spiritual
Freedom, over and above Physical Freedom.

“If He had brought us into Israel, but not allowed us to build the ‘Bais HaBechirah,’ that would
have been enough for us.”

And that is the last stanza. Apparently, the building of the “Bais HaMikdash,” or the “Bais
HaBechirah” in the time of the ‘Moshiach’ is the highest possible goal for humanity. A nation at
one with the “Shechinah,” the Divine Presence, returning to the level of the ‘Avos,” the goal the
Ramban said was the goal of Sefer Shemos, was also the goal for humanity that its Creator
had in Mind from the First.

As we conclude each night the Sephirat HaOmer, between the second day of Pesach and
Shavuos, “May the Merciful One return the worship of the ‘Bais HaMikdash’ soon and in our
days.”

And as we conclude each “Shemoneh Esray,” “May it be Your Will, HaShem, our G-d and the
G-d of our fathers, that the ‘Bais HaMikdash’ be built soon and in our days... And there let us
worship You as in ancient days and the earliest years, and let the Minchah Sacrifice of
Yehudah and Yerushalayim be pleasing to You again as in the ancient days and the earliest
years.”

. L’llluy Nishmas beni, Aharon Baruch Mordechai ben Pinchas Menachem

How to Reach Us

Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb 357-3913, Daytime emergency 362-8362 rabbig-
ottlieb@gmail.com

President Steve Fessel 845 300 5106 ,Sfessel@gmail.com
Treasurer Jay Kimmel, 357-9571
Facilities Yis Helprin 494-7446

Shul Secretary Aviva Schmutter 352-1343 aviva@baistorah.prg M-TH
9:00-3:00, To receive e-mail updates, write to baistorah@gmail.com

Simcha Room Reservations/Kiddushim Jack Gross, 357-4121

Bikur Cholim Eveline Kranzler, 352-8410 Sandy Lieder, 352-0122
Eiruv 362-4302 Mikvah 425-6101

Chesed Committee Charlie Grandovsky, 425-4683

Youth Jonathan Rosenstock 369-6349

Sisterhood Liaison Betty Schloss, 369 —1833 Hinda Kimmel 357-9571

Lost and Found Michael Loebenstein, 425-8895

Chevra Kadisha Steve Fessel, 425-1713, Ephraim Pessin, 914-420-6714
Gloria Gordon, 425-1276

Misaskim — 917-217-1545
Sisterhood Tribute Cards, Mona Selzer 356-0219

Bais Torah Bulletin call (845) 371-5337 or Email: baistorahbulle- .
tin@gmail.com, All submissions are subject to review and must be submit-
ted by 9pm Wednesday evening..Bulletin is downloadable from the web at
www.baistorah.org.

In Case of Emergency The red Hatzoloh phone is in the hallway on the
wall between the rear washing station and the Simcha Room.

Trr:e defibrillator is in a cubby in the coat room opposite the Hatzoloh
phone.
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