BAIS TORAH BULLETIN
5:50  הדלקת נרות- פרשת נח
October 19, 2012
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Weekday Schedule:
Week of 10/21-10/26

שחרית
7:45

Sunday

Mon, Thurs 6:20,7:45
Tues, Weds, Fri
6:30,7:45

מעריב- מנחה
Sun-Thurs

5:50
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הדלקת נרות
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שקיעה

5:41
5:50
5:59

WHAT’S NEW
This week’s Kiddush is available for sponsorship.
 סעודה שלישיתis sponsored by Yosef and Talia Hendler celebrating the sheva
brachos of their children, Batsheva and Binyamin Weinstein.
Bais Torah is forming a Hashkama Minyan for Shabbos morning. The projected start
date will be IY"H Shabbos Parshas Vayera November 3rd. If you are interested in
participating in this minyan on a regular basis, please call Aviva at 352-1343 or email
aviva@baistorah.org. There will be a meeting THIS Motzoei Shabbos October
20th at 8 pm with all those interested in participating in the Minyan to discuss the
details.
Please join Bais Torah THIS Motzoei Shabbos, October 20, at 8:30 pm, for a
presentation by Tsvi Zwickler (son of Bais Torah founding members Sam (a”h) and
Ruth Zwickler) resident of, and Associate Director of Overseas Development for Beit
Orot . He will be speaking about “The Renewal of Jewish Life Atop Har Hazeitim.”
The evening’s collation is being sponsored in memory of Shprintze bas Moshe Gedalia.
Celebrate with us! The next Birthday and Anniversary Kiddush is Shabbos Parshas
Vayera, November 3. If you are celebrating a birthday or anniversary in October or
November help support our weekly Kiddush! Please contact the shul office 352-1343
or email aviva@baistorah.org. to be included. The deadline is Monday October 29.
Rabbi Gottlieb’s Navi Yechezkel shiur will resume Wednesday evening, October
31 at 8:15pm in the Simcha room. Possible time changes will be discussed at the
first Shiur. All are welcome to attend.
Bais Torah's ANNUAL AVOS U'BANIM PROGRAM begins Motzoei Shabbos, November 10th at 6:45 p.m. Enjoy Torah learning - hot pizza - prizes for all!Bring your
children - bring your grandchildren. Sponsorships are available for only $50 you
can sponsor the night of learning. For more information or to be a sponsor please
contact Jonathan.Rosenstock@yahoo.com or the shul office. Stay Tuned! Special
Guest November 17 at 6:30pm: The World Renowned Rabbi Mitzman Illusion show!
The next Kosher Food Pantry collection date is November 12. Bais Torah’s commitment is140 cans of fruit for the month. The Food Pantry cannot accept cans with expired dates.

MAZAL TOV
Yosef and Talia Hendler on the marriage of their children Batsheva and Binyamin
Weinstein
Avromy and Renee Fein on the birth of a granddaughter, born to Yehuda and Shoshana
Fein in Israel.
Mrs. Lottie Herrmann on the occasion of her 90th birthday
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Parashas Noach-“Noach and the “Zoo Rabbi”
This Shabbos, we will read Parashas Noach, the Torah’s account of the Voyage of Noach’s Ark, a vessel
constructed by human hands, carrying the family of the builder and representatives of the entire animal
kingdom. This ship sailed the raging high seas during the “Mabul,” the Flood, during which the entire
human race and the animal kingdom (except the fish), were destroyed by drowning, because of the
corruption of humanity, who somehow led the animals to follow their lead. After the “Mabul,” Noach sent
forth a dove to verify that it was safe to emerge from the “Tevah.”
Several years ago, we heard that a shul in Washington Heights had organized a tour of the Bronx Zoo, to
be led by Rabbi Natan Slifkin, known as the “Zoo Rabbi,” because of his expertise in zoology and his
status as a Talmid Chacham. My wife and I decided to join the tour, and we were not disappointed.
Rabbi Slifkin, who is a prolific author, had brought along four of his works, all of which I purchased.
I would like to cite material from two of his books: “Man and Beast” and “The Challenge of Creation,”
subtitled: “Judaism’s Encounter with Science, Cosmology and Evolution.” It is most probably the last
word of the second subtitle that is mainly responsible for the controversy surrounding the author and his
works.

In “Man and Beast,” Rabbi Slifkin cites the eighteenth century Kabbalist Rabbi Moshe Chaim Luzzato, on
two types of souls, the lower form of which is called the nefesh and the higher, unique to the human
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There is a type of nefesh in man which is the same as that which exists in all living creatures,
and is responsible for natural feelings and intelligence. This nefesh, which exists in all living
creatures…is responsible for the senses, as well as for the intelligence that is appropriate for
each species. For amongst animals themselves there is great variety in their intelligence; and
the intellect of man is very different from them all. (“Derech HaShem,” 3:1:1)
Of all the things that exist, it is man alone that consists of two absolute opposites, namely a
spiritual soul (the neshamah) and a physical body, which is not found in any other creation.
One must be careful not to mistakenly think that other animals are the same as man in this
respect. For the soul of an animal is a physical entity, albeit the most ethereal of physical
entities. Man also possesses this animal soul, since he is a living creature. However, aside
from this, man has a Higher soul, an entity unto itself, entirely separate from the body and far
removed from it. Only by virtue of G-d’s decree does this soul enter man’s body and attach to
it… (“Derech HaShem,” 1:5:1)
Ramban explains why a different utterance was made for the creation of man:
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“And G-d said, Let us make man” – A separate utterance was devoted to the making of man
because of his exalted status; his nature is not like the nature of the beasts and animals that Gd created with the preceding utterance. (Ramban, Commentary to Genesis 1:26)
Rav A. Y. Kook, did not require that the Biblical account of Adam and Chavah in Gan Eden be taken
literally:
It makes no difference for us if in truth there was in the world an actual Garden of Eden, in
which man delighted in an abundance of physical and spiritual good, or if actual existence
began from the bottom upwards, from the lowest level of being towards its highest, an upward
movement. (Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Kook, Letters 134, pp 163-164)
To reconcile Jewish dating with convincing scientific evidence that Homo Sapiens have been around for
more than 100,000 years, an approach would be if just under 6,000 years ago, a neshamah was
implanted in Adam HaRishon.
Rabbi Slifkin’s concludes “The Challenge of Creation” as follows:
Each generation attains new insights into both Torah and the natural world. The revelations of
science, which have challenged scientists to account for the extraordinary lawfulness of the
universe, have enhanced our appreciation of the wonders of G-d’s creation. They have
enhanced our grasp of the unity of existence. And they have also enhanced our understanding
of the “creative wisdom” of G-d, as Rabbi Hirsch phrased it. There is grandeur in this view of
Creation.
L’Illuy Nishmas beni, Aharon Baruch Mordechai ben Pinchas Menachem
How to Reach Us
Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb 357-3913, Daytime emergency 362-8362 rabbigottlieb@gmail.com
President Steve Fessel 845 300 5106 ,Sfessel@gmail.com
Treasurer Jay Kimmel, 357-9571
Facilities Yis Helprin 494-7446
Shul Secretary Aviva Schmutter 352-1343 aviva@baistorah.org M-TH
9:00-3:00, To receive e-mail updates, write to baistorah@gmail.com
Simcha Room Reservations/Kiddushim Jack Gross, 357-4121
Bikur Cholim Eveline Kranzler, 352-8410 Sandy Lieder, 352-0122
Eiruv 362-4302
Mikvah 425-6101
Chesed Committee Charlie Grandovsky, 425-4683
Youth Jonathan Rosenstock 369-6349
Sisterhood Liaison Betty Schloss, 369 –1833 Hinda Kimmel 357-9571

Lost and Found Michael Loebenstein, 425-8895
Chevra Kadisha Steve Fessel, 425-1713, Ephraim Pessin, 914-420-6714
Gloria Gordon, 425-1276
Misaskim – 917-217-1545
Sisterhood Tribute Cards,
Mona Selzer 356-0219
Bais Torah Bulletin call (845) 371-5337 or Email: baistorahbulletin@gmail.com, All submissions are subject to review and must be submitted by 9pm Wednesday evening..Bulletin is downloadable from the web at
www.baistorah.org.
In Case of Emergency The red Hatzoloh phone is in the hallway on the
wall between the rear washing station and the Simcha Room.
The defibrillator is in a cubby in the coat room opposite the Hatzoloh
phone.
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