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WHAT’S NEW
This week’s Kiddush is available for sponsorship
 סעודה שלישיתis available for sponsorship
*Rabbi Gottlieb’s Shabbos Shuva Drasha: “Return to Sender: Damaged
Goods” is at 5pm. All are invited to attend.
Kibbudim for Yom Kippur and year round will be auctioned off Kol Nidre night.
Bais Torah’s beautiful succah is almost complete. Be a part of this great mitzvah by helping to sponsor it! Please contact Steve Fessel or Michael Kronenberg.
Bais Torah is forming a Hashkama Minyan for Shabbos morning. The projected
start date will be IY"H Shabbos Parshas Vayera November 3rd. If you are interested in participating in this minyan on a regular basis, please call Aviva at 3521343 or email aviva@baistorah.org. There will be a meeting after Succos with all
those interested in participating in the Minyan to discuss the details.

Yom Kippur Schedule 5773-2012
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MAZAL TOV
David and Carol Abramczik on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson Pinchos Meir
Abramczik, son of Rabbi Shimon and Huvi Abramczik of Los Angeles.
Peter and Felise Katz on the birth of their grandson born to their children Eli and Elana
Katz.
Elliot and Roberta Shapiro on the birth of a granddaughter Dina Bracha, born to their children, Duvie and Chanie Shapiro of Yerushalayim.
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Parashas Vayelech “Shabbos Shuvah” - The Power of Teshuvah
There is a debate between non-believing scientists and scientists, indeed any rational individuals
who also believe in G-d, as to whether the concept of “Intelligent Design” is a valid one. In fact,
anyone who prays from the Hebrew “Siddur” clearly affirms that concept. For he recites a blessing
each morning:
“Blessed are You, HaShem, our G-d, King of the universe, Who fashioned Man with wisdom, and
created within him many openings and many cavities. It is obvious and known before Your Throne
of Glory that if but one of them were to be ruptured or but one of them were to be blocked, it would
be impossible to survive and to stand before You. Blessed are You, HaShem, Who heals all flesh
and acts wondrously.”
Many brilliant scientists, including Crick and Watson, of DNA fame, and Stephen Hawking, a
theoretical physicist who wrote “A Brief History of Time,” subscribe to the notion that earth was
visited by aliens, who planted here seeds from which would grow intelligent life. It makes their
brilliance sound like foolishness.

In addition, the incredible fine-tuning of natural constants, such as the gravitational constant, which,
if it were to vary by the slightest fraction, would make the structure of the universe untenable, is
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In addition to the Covenant of Torah that spans the generations, another example of a fundamental
reality in Judaism that is time-independent is “Teshuvah,” Repentance. In a lecture delivered in Av
of 5746 entitled “Fast Days, Eretz Yisroel and Teshuvah,” Rav Shimon Schwab, ZT”L, former Rav
of Congregation K’hal Adath Jeshurun included the following remarks:
“The Chachamim say that Teshuvah was created before the world was formed. This is a very
strange statement indeed! How could anything have been created before the world itself came into
being?”
“When we speak of the creation of the world, we believe that it was from ‘Yesh MeAyin,’ a tangible
reality out of nothing. This is possible only for the Almighty, with His infinite powers…”

פנחס ליאן בן ריזל

“Yet this is the wonder of teshuvah. If someone fully and sincerely repents, then HaShem
considers it as if the crime had never been done. Instead of ‘Yesh MeAyin’ we have ‘Ayin
MeYesh.’ He turns the ‘Yesh’ of the crime into an ‘Ayin’ – a negation of an act that had already
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“This explains the statement of Chazal that - “כל האומר דוד חטא אינו אלא טועהWhoever says that
King David sinned is mistaken.” On the surface, it seems strange for the Chachamim to have come
to this conclusion. After all, the Tanach is very direct in its description of David’s actions; it does
not whitewash anyone. Certainly it is clear from the Tanach that David committed some חטאwith
regard to Batsheva. Why, then, is it wrong to think that David did do something improper?”
“The answer is that David sinned, but he also did Teshuvah. And, as we have said, once someone
has repented whole-heartedly and has committed himself to not repeating his mistake, it is as if he
has not sinned at all. Consequently, once David did Teshuvah,
any sin he may have committed is wiped off the books. Therefore Chazal can truthfully say that he
did not sin at all.”
This may be silly and naïve on my part, but if one wishes to go to physics to explain spiritual
matters, one can perhaps invoke quantum mechanics, in which a particle can be here and there at
the same time, so can an individual be sinful and righteous, provided he does Teshuvah.
L’Illuy Nishmas beni, Aharon Baruch Mordechai ben Pinchas Menachem
How to Reach Us
Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb 357-3913, Daytime emergency 362-8362 rabbigottlieb@gmail.com
President Steve Fessel 845 300 5106 ,Sfessel@gmail.com
Treasurer Jay Kimmel, 357-9571
Facilities Yis Helprin 494-7446
Shul Secretary Aviva Schmutter 352-1343 aviva@baistorah.org M-TH
9:00-3:00, To receive e-mail updates, write to baistorah@gmail.com
Simcha Room Reservations/Kiddushim Jack Gross, 357-4121
Bikur Cholim Eveline Kranzler, 352-8410 Sandy Lieder, 352-0122
Eiruv 362-4302
Mikvah 425-6101
Chesed Committee Charlie Grandovsky, 425-4683
Youth Jonathan Rosenstock 369-6349
Sisterhood Liaison Betty Schloss, 369 –1833 Hinda Kimmel 357-9571

Lost and Found Michael Loebenstein, 425-8895
Chevra Kadisha Steve Fessel, 425-1713, Ephraim Pessin, 914-420-6714
Gloria Gordon, 425-1276
Misaskim – 917-217-1545
Sisterhood Tribute Cards,
Mona Selzer 356-0219
Bais Torah Bulletin call (845) 371-5337 or Email: baistorahbulletin@gmail.com, All submissions are subject to review and must be submitted by 9pm Wednesday evening..Bulletin is downloadable from the web at
www.baistorah.org.
In Case of Emergency The red Hatzoloh phone is in the hallway on the
wall between the rear washing station and the Simcha Room.
The defibrillator is in a cubby in the coat room opposite the Hatzoloh
phone.
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