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WHAT’S NEW
This week’s Kiddush is available for sponsorship
 סעודת שלישיתis sponsored by Jack Schloss for the yartzheit of his mother,
Faiga bas Menachem Mendel. Moshe Rosenbaum is also sponsoring
AVOS UBANIM Motzoei Shabbos Parshas Miketz, December 31 at 6:45 PM in
the Bais Medrash. Learning,hot pizza and fabulous prizes! This week’s learning
is sponsored by Nachum and Miriam Rosenberg l’zecher nishmas Kayla bas Elyokim. There are still weeks available for sponsorship-only $50! please email Jonathan.Rosenstock@yahoo.com to sponsor-More information is also available at
the shul website, www.baistorah.org
Community announcement: The Tomche Shabbos Dinner is Sunday January
8,reception at 5:00, Dinner at 6:00 at the Atrium. To place an ad in the journal or
to make reservations please contact: 356-0202 or email:
Debra@tomcheshabbos.org
Please join us, Motzoei Shabbos January 7 at 8 PM when renowned Israeli lecturer, Dr. Mordechai Kedar will present a fascinating lecture: “The Middle
East: Arab Spring or Islamic Winter?” A lively question and answer period will
follow.
Motzoei Shabbos January 14 at 8PM ,Sheldon Eisenberger, a well-known attorney, will address issues pertaining to Jewish Business Ethics. More details
to follow…..
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guest on Shabbos Parshas Va’era, January 20. He will lead kabbolas Shabbos B’Nusach Carlebach, and mussaf, including birchas ha’chodesh.
The next Kosher Food Pantry collection date is January 9. Our goal is 120 cans
for the month
MARK YOUR CALENDAR! Bais Torah Matzah Baking is Sunday, February 12.
More information to follow. To order your Matzos, contact the Lieders: email
eiyintova@optonline.net or call 352-0122

Asara B’Teves-Thursday Jan 5
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Parashas Vayigash
Chanukah and the Battle of the Bulge
At the beginning of today’s Parashah, Vayigash, we find Yehudah entering into a confrontation with the Viceroy
of Egypt, whom he as yet does not realize is Yoseph. He is resolved to substitute himself as a servant to the
Viceroy in the place of his brother, Binyamin. He has inserted himself into the matter because of the commitment
he made to his father, “I will personally guarantee his safe return; of my hand you can demand him; If I do not
bring him back to you and stand him before you, I will have sinned against you for all time.” (Bereshit 43:9) And
Rashi explains that “all time” includes the World-to-Come.
We have seen Yehudah rise to greatness before. Tamar, at her trial, indirectly implicates Yehudah for putting
her in the predicament in which she finds herself, teaching the lesson that it is better to cast oneself into a fiery
furnace than to embarrass another publicly. Yehudah confesses, “...She is more righteous than I...” (Bereshit
38:26) From the behavior of both, we see the power of righteousness to overcome the destructive force of fire.

On Chanukah, the Festival of Lights, we kindle Menorot, in commemoration of another occasion when the light of
righteousness prevailed, this time over the false light of Hellenism. When we kindle the Menorah, we recite the
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The Menorah in the Holy Temple and the Menorot that we light in our homes, represent the Holy Spirit, the
source of light. It is that light about which we read that at the time of Creation, “G-d said, ‘Let there be light;’ and
there was light. And G-d saw that the light was good, and He divided between the light and between the
darkness...” (Bereshit 1:2-3)
My father-in-law said that after the War, walking through his birthplace “was a high point of my life that was not
only satisfying and gave me a very grateful feeling, but also a conviction that a force of free people will
eventually prevail over the forces of tyranny.” The Prophet Zechariah explains the inevitability of that victory,
“...Not through armies and not through might, but through My Spirit, says HaShem, Master of
Legions...” (Zechariah 4:6) On the “Chag HaUrim,” the Festival of Lights, let us “Give thanks to Him Who makes
the great luminaries, for His Kindness endures forever. (Psalms 136:7) And request of Him, “May You shine a
new light on Zion, and may we all speedily merit its light.” (“Birchot Kriat Shema”)
L’Illuy Nishmat beni, Aharon Baruch Mordechai ben Pinchas Menachem

How to Reach Us
Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb 357-3913, Daytime emergency 362-8362 rabbigottlieb@gmail.com
President Michael Kronenberg 368 -1064,
president@baistorah.org
Treasurer Jay Kimmel, 357-9571
Facilities Yis Helprin 494-7446
Shul Secretary Aviva Schmutter 352-1343
aviva@baistorah.org M-TH 9:00-3:00, To receive
e-mail updates, write to baistorah@gmail.com
Simcha Room Reservations/Kiddushim Jack
Gross, 357-4121
Bikur Cholim Eveline Kranzler, 352-8410
Sandy Lieder, 352-0122
Eiruv 362-4302 Mikvah 425-6101
Chesed Committee
Charlie Grandovsky, 425-4683
Youth Jonathan Rosenstock 369-6349

Sisterhood Liaison Betty Schloss, 369 –1833
Hinda Kimmel 357-9571
Lost and Found Michael Loebenstein, 425-8895
Chevra Kadisha Steve Fessel, 425-1713,
Ephraim Pessin, 914-420-6714
Gloria Gordon, 425-1276
Sisterhood Tribute Cards,
Mona Selzer 356-0219
Bais Torah Bulletin call (845) 371-5337 or
Email: baistorahbulletin@gmail.com, All submissions are subject to review and must be submitted
by 9pm Wednesday evening. This bulletin is
downloadable from the web at www.baistorah.org.
In Case of Emergency The red Hatzoloh
phone is in the hallway on the wall between the
rear washing station and the Simcha Room.
The defibrillator is in a cubby in the coat room
opposite the Hatzoloh phone.
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