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Shul Announcements

This week’s Kiddush is sponsored by those celebrating birthdays and anniversaries in December and January, Mazal Tov and

thank you for your support!!
NOYIYY NPV is available for sponsorship

Avos Ubanim Motza'ai Shabbos learning program January 1-Parshas Va'era, at 6:45 pm in the old Bais Medrash. Bring your

children and grandchildren for a wonderful evening of Torah learning, hot pizza and prizes for all. This week's learning is
sponsored by Abe and Phyllis Frankel in honor of their grandchildren.

A great opportunity! If anyone would like to represent Bais Torah at the OU convention, Shabbos Parshas Beshalach Jan 14-16 in

Woodcliff Lake, please contact Michael Kronenberg by Sunday, Jan 2.

New! Bais Torah is pleased to announce that there will be a special Kabbolas Shabbos davening b'nusach Carlebach

(Carlebach-style) on Friday evening, January 21st, Shabbos Parshas Yisro. The davening will be led by Moishe

Weinstock and Mincha will be at 4:45 PM. All are welcome!

Mazal Tov
Jossi and Sandy Lieder on the birth of a granddaughter born to their children, Rephoel and Tziporah Lieder of Baltimore
Shloime and Chaya Pollak on the birth of a granddaughter born to their children, Arielle and Moishe Schuhoff
Shloime and Chaya Pollak on the birth of a granddaughter, Aliza Sara, born to their children Tziporah and Asher Pollak

Ari and Adina Halpert on the birth of a granddaughter, Hodya Rochel, born to their children Mordechai and Elke Pollak of Monsey

Gerry and Suzie Kirshenbaum on the engagement of their daughter Lisa Kroopnick to Shmuley Lunger

Hamakom Yenachem
Kaplan Family on the petirah of our dear member Ellen Kaplan
Avi Inger on the petirah of his sister, Minna Friedman

Shiurim
Women’s D210 group 9730 DN N2 DI I1D, meets on NAY afternoon 45 minutes before mincha
Sundays at 8:30 AM P70 NOUY - Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb
Tuesdays at 8:15 PM — Partners in Torah
Tuesdays at 8:15 PM Mishnayos class for women-Rabbi Avromy Fein
Wednesdays at 8:15 PM — ’2°D>J9)3- Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb
MV 9T | Monday through Friday 5:25 AM and Sunday at 6:30 AM — Mordechai Rudman
MM 97 1, Monday through Friday 7:00 AM — Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb
MV 9T I, Sunday through Thursday 9:45 AM — Rabbi Yosef Fischer
Monday through Friday at 7 AM —1917>-N2Y0 NOUN X9 — Mordechai Rudman
Monday through Friday after the second N> INY- DOYN1) — Rabbi Yosef Fischer
Monday through Thursday at 9:45 AM MY>Y NI - Rabbi Leibel Reznick

Refuah Shelaimah

Katie Tannenbaum’s grandson- Carol Ginsberg’s mother-y)»9 N1 YNNI
71210 NNAT 12 DY YN Ben and Fran Horwitz’s son in law —

. VPN NN Y2 1DV OON
Henry Shapiro - INY 1991 12 YNN PRHD DN Ben Zauderer -19>1 12 P2
Manny London - X799 1)N )2 w0 0NN N5V N2 DY PN
Esther Lutwak - N2> N3 137 INON Chana Mayerfeld-90%) T T N2 DI TN
BOb SChOI‘e - ﬂ’"ﬂﬂ’ b"f)}’ﬂ 1:1 ]:le—‘ D,’n Joe| Rosenwasser’s mother -
Suzie Kirshenbaum'’s father- N9Y 2 9Oy NNIOW N2 IND YW
Tova Eizik’s grandson - 937 7N J2 1Y 2Py NNHY Larry Seligson - N{P37 2 29 MIN

Leni Loebenstein - 9N N2 19N



How to Reach Us
Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb 357-3913, rabbigottlieb@gmail.com — Daytime emergency 362-8362
President Michael Kronenberg 368 -1064, president@baistorah.org
Treasurer Jay Kimmel, 357-9571
Facilities Yis Helprin 494-7446
Shul Secretary Aviva Schmutter 352-1343 aviva@baistorah.org M-TH 9:00-3:00, To receive e-mail updates, write to
baistorah@gmail.com
Simcha Room Reservations/Kiddushim Jack Gross, 357-4121

Bikur Cholim Eveline Kranzler, 352-8410 and Eiruv 362-4302
Chosh Levy, 425-6827 Mikvah 425-6101
Chesed Committee Charlie Grandovsky, 425-4683 Youth Jonathan Rosenstock 369-6349

Sisterhood Liaison Betty Schloss, 369 — 1833 and
Hinda Kimmel 357-9571
Lost and Found Michael Loebenstein, 425-8895
Chevra Kadisha Steve Fessel, 425-1713, Ephraim Pessin, 914-420-6714 or Gloria Gordon, 425-1276
Sisterhood Tribute Cards, Mona Selzer 356-0219
Bais Torah Bulletin Email: baistorahbulletin@gmail.com, or call (845) 371-5337. All submissions are subject to review and
must be submitted by 9pm Wednesday evening.. This bulletin is downloadable from the web at www.baistorah.org.

In Case of Emergency
The red Hatzoloh phone is in the hallway on the wall between the rear washing station and the Simcha Room.
The defibrillator is in a cubby in the coat room opposite the Hatzoloh phone.

Parashas Va'era— 5771- Miracles and a Prayer

Last Sunday, residents of the northeastern United States were witness to and victims of a tremendous winter storm, which deposited
16-34 inches of snow upon us, with near-hurricane force winds blowing. Traffic was snarled on all roads, especially Brooklyn, which as
of today, Thursday, has many streets which have not seen a snowplow, and the amount of snow overwhelmed the number of plows and
salt-spreaders the city threw into the battle. Thousands of flights were cancelled and tens of thousands of would-be passengers were
stranded in local airports. The volume of snow recorded was the sixth highest measured in Central Park since measurement began.
“Mashiv HaRuach U-Morid Ha-Geshem” (in this case, Ha-Sheleg (the snow), became a reality for us.

Parashas Vaera is the parashah in which HaShem, the author of and controller of nature, begins to intervene in history in behalf of the
People of Israel, and against the Egyptian nation, for its excessively harsh treatment of the Israelites, who were their slaves for
hundreds of years. The method of “gentle persuasion” used by HaShem to convince the Pharaoh to let His People go was the “Ten
Plagues:” Blood in the Nile River and all the waterways of Egypt, a frog infestation throughout the Land, except where the Jews were,
lice on man and beast, a swarm of wild animals, Pestilence, Boils, Hail, Locusts, Darkness, and the Killing of the First-Born. And as a
final gesture to the Egyptians, the Splitting of the Sea of Reeds, which resulted in the destruction of the Egyptian Army.

In the Haggadah, we find: “ 'And HaShem took them out of Egypt’ — not by an Angel, nor by a Fiery Heavenly Being, and not by a
Messenger; rather, the Holy One, Blessed is He, in His Honor and by Himself. As it says, ‘And | passed through Egypt on this night,
and | struck every first-born in the Land of Egypt, from human being to beast, and from all the gods of Egypt | exacted punishments; |
am HaShem.'” (Shemos 12:12)

The above selection implies that for the other plagues, HaShem may indeed have acted using messengers of various types: angelic,
human, from the animal kingdom, or an inanimate force of nature, such as wind. In connection with the Splitting of the Sea of Reeds,
the Torah says explicitly, “Moshe stretched out his hand over the sea, and HaShem moved the sea with a strong east wind all the
night, and He turned the sea to dry land, and the water split. The Children of Israel came within the sea on dry land, and the water was
a wall for them, on their right and on their left.” (Shemos 14:21-22) With the rest of the miraculous plagues, the agency is obvious, and
the miraculous aspect is only, like at Chanukah and especially Purim, the exquisite timing. The only plague which presents a difficulty
is the one involving changing the Nile and all the waterways of Egypt into “blood,” especially if that was really blood, and not a natural
phenomenon, such as red tide, and whatever it was, it would be difficult to explain how the “blood” was everywhere, “even in the
wooden and stone vessels.” But for the other eight plagues, and the Splitting of the Sea, it is not difficult to say that the miraculous
aspect was the timing, except for the “Killing of the First-Born,” where HaShem acted alone.

Over Jewish History, we have seen both types of Miracles, HaShem acting alone, as in the Mohn, and the Miraculous Well in the merit
of Miriam, and when Yehoshua stopped time by praying/commanding the sun, “O Sun, stop your movement at Givon, and Moon, at the
Valley of Ayalon.” (Yehoshua 10:12) and timing Miracles, such as the aforementioned Chanukah and Purim, and many times in each of
our lives.

In particular, at this time, in the usually rainy season in Israel, and we are already praying "And give the dew and the rain for a blessing
on the face of the earth” (Shemoneh Esray), may HaShem lift the drought that now plagues Israel, and miraculously provide rain for that
Blessed and Holy Land.

L’llluy Nishmas beni, Aharon Baruch Mordechai ben Pinchas Menachem



Yehuda EHeZri ...eeueeieieieieieieieiceeteieeeeieene January 30th

Ahuva (Thurm) Fichtenberg.........cccccecevvecevcnuccnnee, January 8th
Tzofia FIChtenberg .........cccevveeeveevirnievienienicieeeeee January 13th
Jenn Frankel ..ot January 18th
Rivka Chava Frankel (granddaughter) ................... January 6th
Yehuda GOtIED ...couvevveriinieiinieienceieneeieeeeee January 19th
JACK GIOSS ittt January 18th
Tova (Kronenberg) Herrmann .........c..cecceueeeee December 28th
Ronnie Herrmanm ..........ceeceeeveeneenseenneenseenseenneeenne January 15th
Felise KatzZ ....cocoveinienininiiiiiniciniicencicccteceeene January 4th
Marty KiNgG ....coceeeveeieneiiininienieieneeieseesieseeseene January 15th
Mordechai Kronenberg .........cccceceeveeerenenenennns December 8th
Shimon Kronenberg ..........ccceeceveveenenenennecnneas January 3rd
Sandy ROSENWASSET .......cevverueeruereerrenienienreneeaenes January 27th
NOZA ROMETY .....coriiiiiiiiiiiieeceenceeceeeeeeene December 31st
Tzipporah Leah Rossman ..........cccceceeveeevenuennnne December 19th
Eitan Menachem Schmeltz (13) .....cccceceveeeennenne. January 13th
Jonah Schloss (Grandson) (3).......ccccceeeeeuenneee. December 15th
Sandra TRUTM ......cocoeeviririeieieeeeeeeeee e January 12th

MOE TilSOMN ..ttt January 23rd
............................................ January 11th

Yehuda & Judi Eliezri (44th) .....ccoeveeveevecvevienieiennn, January 8th
Pinchas & Miriam Frankel ...........ccccecevenenennen. December 23rd
Shalom & Pamela Frankel (17th) ........ccceceeuenenee. January 16th
Raizie & Seymour Lutwak .........cccccvevvevienienienennnne. January 16th
David & Aviva Markowitz (15th) ........cccceceeuenneee January 14th
Ephraim & Rivka SINOWItZ .......coceevvevieviinenniencennns January 4th
Yussie & Gail Tuchman (45th) .........cceceeuennen. December 26th
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And thank you, kiddush sponsors!
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