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Shiurim
Sundays at 8:30 AM — 3TN0 NOUN — Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb
Tuesdays at 8:15 PM — Partners in Torah
Tuesdays at 8:00 PM — Ladies Mishnayos Class- Rabbi Avromy Fein - Beginning September 9 — New Class
Wednesdays at 8:15 PM — X ©999 — Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb — Will resume in the fall.
Wednesdays at 8:15 PM — Rabbi Gottlieb - special 2 part shiur on prozbul - Sept. 10" and Sept. 17" only
MMYPN 97 I, Monday through Friday 5:25 AM and Sunday at 6:30 AM — Mordechai Rudman
MMVN 97 II, Monday through Friday 7:00 AM — Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb
MVN 97 IIl, Sunday through Thursday 9:45 AM — Rabbi Yosef Fischer
Monday through Friday at 7 AM - %097 - M592 NODN NI) — Mordechai Rudman
Monday through Friday after the second TNV - W7 DY WIVN NVYIY — Rabbi Yosef Fischer
Monday through Thursday at 9:45 AM -MYY X)) - Rabbi Leibel Reznick
Women’s DY group meets on NAY 45 minutes before NN,

Shul Announcements

The entire congregation is invited to Kiddush sponsored by Allen and Miriam Nussbaum in honor of their 40" anniversary.

MWHYHY NTIYO s a farewell to Murray and Phyllis Kuhr who are moving to Israel.

Please reserve this Sunday morning, September 7™, 10:00 AM. for a breakfast lecture and book signing with Rabbi Berel Wein,
who will be speaking on “The Story of the Mishna: Its Relevance to Our Times.” Rabbi Wein will also autograph his new book,
"The Oral Law of Sinai." The book retails for $39.99 but will be available at the breakfast for a special book signing price of
$25. All are welcome to attend.

If you want to order wine from Bais Torah, please choose the wine, juice etc. that you want from the wine list. Please make sure to
include your order information (name, address, phone number and your order total). This was inadvertently omitted from the
wine list. Please send your order to Miriam Frankel by mail (71 College Rd, Monsey), fax (356-8558) or email
(frankelmath@yahoo.com). Also, please send payment before delivery. Sunday, September 14 is the last day for orders.

The September 14th trip to the Lower East Side is now fully subscribed. If you would like to be placed on a waiting list, please
contact Doris Newman

On Slichos night, there will be a special film presentation. Further details will follow.

The new Ultimate Kosher Discount Card is here and ready for you. There are wonderful discounts for Ruthie's Unique Boutique,
Dunkin' Donuts, The Purple Pear, Wesley Kosher, and much more! They are available with Aviva in our shul office (352-1343)
or Leslie Goldress (352-3257). Each card is $18 (made payable to Jewish Family Service--Bais Torah makes $5/card). The
card is good for one year.

The shul has acquired new seforim that are available for sponsorship. See our web site, www.baistorah.org and click on resources
and then seforim for the list or contact Jack Gross.

Mazel Tov
David and Judy Rhine on the bar mitzvah of their grandson, Aaron, son of Chaim and Aliza Rhine.
Walter Baum on the engagement of his daughter, Hadassah, to Yehoshua Solomon.

Refuah Shelaimah
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How to Reach Us
Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb 357-3913, rabbigottlieb@gmail.com — Daytime emergency 362-8362
President Allen Nussbaum president@baistorah.org
Treasurer Barry Lifschitz, 352-0226, Fax 352-0841or barry@lifschitz.net
Maintenance Yis Helprin 494-7446
Shul Secretary Aviva Schmutter 352-1343 aviva@baistorah.org M-TH 9:00-3:00
Simcha Room Reservations/Kiddushim Jack Gross, 357-4121

Bikur Cholim Eveline Kranzler, 352-8410 and Eiruv 362-4302
Chosh Levy, 425-6827 Mikvah 425-6101
Chesed Committee Charlie Grandovsky, 425-4683  Youth Michael Kronenberg 368-1064
Sisterhood Liaison Betty Schloss, 369 — 1833 Hachnosas Orchim Facility for homeless, Shea Jacobs 425-9617

Lost and Found Michael Loebenstein, 425-8895

Chevra Kadisha Steve Fessel, 425-1713, Ephraim Pessin, 914-420-6714 or Gloria Gordon, 425-1276

Sisterhood Tribute Cards, Mona Selzer 356-0129

Bais Torah Bulletins Email baistorah@taxprof.net, Fax (845) 368-4172, or call (845) 368-2222. To receive e-mail updates,
write to baistorah@gmail.com. This bulletin is downloadable from the web at www.baistorah.org.

In Case of Emergency
The red Hatzoloh phone is in the hallway on the wall between the rear washing station and the Simcha Room.
The defibrillator is in a cubby in the coat room opposite the Hatzoloh phone.

Parashas Shophtim — 5768
“You Shall Surely Set Over Yourself a King” (Devarim 17:15)

In Parashas Shophtim, the Torah outlines the requirements of Jewish Leadership. “You shall not pervert judgment nor
take excessive notice of either party. You shall not accept a bribe, for the bribe will blind the eyes of the wise and make
just words crooked. Righteousness, Righteousness shall you pursue, so that you will live and possess the Land that
HaShem, your G-d, has given you.” (Devarim 16:19-20)

“According to the teaching that they will teach you, and according to the judgment that they will say to you, shall you do;
you shall not deviate from the word that they will tell you, right or left.” (Devarim 17:11)

And you must look for characteristics in a King that will allow him to attain the following level: “So that his heart does not
become haughty over his brothers, and not turn from the Commandments, right or left, so that he will prolong years
over his Kingdom, he and his sons amidst Israel.”

Now this year is an Election Year in the United States, in which we will elect a new president who is sworn to conduct the
affairs of the Country according to a set of rules, enshrined in the Constitution of the United States. Although its rules do
not reach the level of the Torah, a lot of its content is based upon it. Like the King of Israel who had to carry a Sefer
Torah with him at all times, our president has a high standard to uphold.

Last week the Convention of the Democratic Party took place in Denver, and it was indeed spectacular. The first three
nights were broadcast from an arena designed for the Denver basketball team (seating about 20,000), the fourth and last
night, when Barack Obama accepted the nomination of his Party, the event was broadcast from the much larger (seating
about 80,000) stadium designed for the Denver football team. | liked the fact that both Clintons seemed to jettison their
hard feelings caused by the run-up to the Convention. And | liked the candidate’s views on universal education, and on
the right of all U.S. citizens to medical insurance. Indeed, everything that was said was positive and impressive. It was
what wasn't said that disturbed me. | would have liked to know more about the candidate’s feelings about the ideas
expressed by Reverend Wright, in whose church Obama sat for twenty years, and about the Reverend’s friendship with
Minister Farrakhan, who has described Judaism as a “gutter religion.”

This week, the Convention of the Republican Party is taking place in St. Paul, Minnesota. The character of their
candidate is deeply rooted in the American military, and it was delineated mainly based on his experiences in the Vietnam
War. During that conflict, he was seriously wounded in battle, but he insisted on returning to action. More significant was
his resistance to the brutal torture that he received in the “Hanoi Hilton” and, his refusal to leave captivity earlier than his
troops, when his captors offered him early release.

It seems to me that the capacity for self-sacrifice is a vital ingredient of one’s qualification to be president. Now Barack
Obama qualifies in this area, in that he sacrificed what surely would have been a lucrative career as an attorney for work
in community organization, which led him to his entry into politics. However, the degree of his self-sacrifice undoubtedly
pales before that of John McCain. Besides, as | alluded to above, | fear for his attitude concerning Israel. Therefore, | will
vote for McCain (thereby violating my mother, A"H’s rule not to disclose to anyone whom she was voting for, based on the
“secret ballot” provision in the Constitution).

The Torah says in Devarim (29:28), “The secret things belong to HaShem” and Shelomo HaMelech says in Mishlei (21:1),
“The heart of the King is in the Hand of HaShem, to be directed in any direction the Almighty wishes.” Therefore, one
cannot see into the heart of either candidate, although | say again that | feel more comfortable with John McCain. PF



