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jkahu ,arp ,ca crg
,urb ,eksv: 4:10 PM
vjbn: 4:15 PM
,ca ,ufkv 8:00 PM – Rabbi Gottlieb – Not this week
jkahu ,arp ,ca
hnuhv ;s 8:00 AM - Rabbi Gottlieb
,hrja 8:45 AM
gna ,thre inz ;ux 9:29 AM
rugha trnd 3:15 PM
vjbn 4:00 PM
,hahka vsugx
chrgn 5:10 PM

jkahu ,arp ,ca ukxf jwh

Sunday ,hrja 7:45 AM
Weekday ,hrja
Mon. and Thurs.: 6:20 and 7:45 AM
Tues., Wed. and Fri.: 6:30 and 7:45 AM

Weekday chrgn-vjbn
Sun. through Thurs.: 4:15 PM
Second chrgn Mon. through Thurs.: 8:00 PM

vfubj ,ca cahu ,arp ,ca crg
,urb ,eksv: 4:11 PM
vjbn: 4:15 PM

Shiurim
,ca at 8:00 AM – hnuhv ;s - Rabbi Gottlieb
Sundays at 8:30 AM – ihrsvbx ,fxn – Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb
Mondays at 7:30 PM – ,ufrc ,fxn – Rabbi Chaim Wein
Tuesdays at 8:15 PM – Partners in Torah
Wednesday at 8:15 PM – ,kve – Rabbi Gottlieb
Monday through Friday after the second ,hrja - hwar og gucav ,arp – Rabbi Yosef Fischer
Monday through Thursday at 9:45 AM - trnd shiur - Rabbi Leibel Reznick
hnuhv ;s I, Monday through Friday 5:25 AM and Sunday at 6:30 AM – Mordechai Rudman
hnuhv ;s II, Monday through Thursday 10:00 AM and Sunday at 9:30 AM – Rabbi Yosef Fischer
Women’s ohkv, group meets on ,ca 45 minutes before vjbn.

Shul Announcements
This Friday evening we will have an inspirational and joyous zemiros and divrei hisorerus CARLEBACH SHABBOS with Elli
Kranzler, Seudas Shabbos, then followed by Around the Rebbe’s Tisch with Rabbi Mayer Schiller, Elli Kranzler and Rabbi
Yisroel Gottlieb. Seudas Shabbos is for reservations only. Hospitality for Shabbat is available! We thank everyone for their
generous response and we welcome all our guests.
To help prevent traffic accidents while walking at night, please wear reflectors while walking on the street.
Our weekly Avos U'Banim learning program continues this Motzoei Shabbos, December 9nd at 6:15 PM and is being
co-sponsored by Rabbi Hauer and Saul Stern and family. Parents and grandparents are invited to bring the kids and enjoy
a pizza Melave Malka each week. Contact Michael or Sharon Kronenberg at 845-368-1064 or mkron@optonline.net for
information.
Sunday, December 10th, is the Sisterhood membership brunch, featuring Chef Dennis of CaffeInne Spot. The program will
start promptly at 9:45 AM in the Simcha Room.
Save the Date! Bais Torah Sisterhood is sponsoring a trip to Avery Fisher Hall on Tuesday, January 2nd to experience Peter
Schickele and "The Very Least of P.D.Q. Bach." "Professor" Schickele is one of the today's most versatile composers,
writers and humorists and "discovered" P.D.Q. Bach, the last and least son of J.S. and composer of the "1712 Overture,"
the "Schleptet in E-Flat" and "Eine Kleine Kiddiemusik." The fun begins at 7:30 PM and tickets are $60. Contact Betty
Schloss at 369-1833 or at bbless613@gmail.com for tickets or more information.

Mazel Tov
Abie and Sunny Fogel on the marriage of their grandchildren, Gitty and Josh Levine of Queens.
Josef and Barbara Fischer on the birth of a grandson, Ephraim Yaakov, born to David and Tanya Fischer of New Haven.

Refuah Shelaimah

Michael Rossman’s mother, Ilse Rossman - vra ,c gygh
Mr. Shapiro - vtk vfkn ic kthjh rhtn ohhj
Ben Zauderer - vkhc ic ihnhbc
Shirlee Aaronson - tnukc ,c vbj vra
Miriam Schiffer’s son, Zev Kessin - ohrn ic sus ctz
Ed Furman’s sister, Marjorie Schwartz - vnha ,c gatn
Ken and Judy Gribetz’s grandson, Eitan Witkin - vyh vnjb ic

ohrpt i,ht

How to Reach Us
Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb 357-3913, rabbigottlieb@yahoo.com – Daytime emergency 362-8362
President Peter Katz, 357-0129 president@baistorah.org
Treasurer Barry Lifschitz, 352-0226, Fax 352-0841or barry@lifschitz.net
Maintenance Yis Helprin 494-7446
Shul Secretary Judy Scheiner 352-1343 judyscheiner@baistorah.org
Simcha Room Reservations/Kiddushim Jack Gross, 357-4121
Bikur Cholim Eveline Kranzler, 352-8410 and
Eiruv 362-4302
Chosh Levy, 425-6827
Mikvah 425-6101
Chesed Committee Charlie Grandovsky, 425-4683
Youth Felise Katz 357-0129
Sisterhood Liaison Betty Schloss, 369 – 1833
Hachnosas Orchim Facility for homeless, Shea Jacobs 425-9617
Lost and Found Michael Loebenstein, 425-8895
Reb. Wein Sefer Torah Project 368-1064
Chevra Kadisha Steve Fessel, 425-1713, Ephraim Pessin, 914-420-6714 or Gloria Gordon, 425-1276
Sisterhood Tribute Cards, 352-1343
Bais Torah Bulletins Email baistorah@taxprof.net, Fax (845) 368-4172, or call (845) 368-2222. To receive e-mail updates,
write to baistorah@gmail.com. This bulletin is now downloadable from the web at www.baistorah.org.

In Case of Emergency
The red Hatzoloh phone is in the hallway on the wall between the rear washing station and the Simcha Room.
The defibrillator is in a cubby in the coat room opposite the Hatzoloh phone.

Parashat Vayishlach – 5767 - The 1400-Year Civil War and the Final War
This week’s Parashah, Vayishlach, begins with the conflict between Yaakov and Esav. When Yaakov received word from his
messengers that Esav was coming towards him with an armed force of four hundred men, his immediate reaction was fear, as Scripture
says, “Yaakov became very frightened, and it distressed him…” (Bereshit 32:8) Rashi explains these two terms: “He was afraid that
he would be killed; and it distressed him – that he might have to kill others.” This is a typical reaction of a Jewish soldier; in fact, it was
Golda Meir, an early Prime Minister of the modern State of Israel, who said words to that effect; that she could forgive Arabs for killing
Jewish soldiers, but she could not forgive them for making Jewish boys into killers.
When Yaakov and Esav meet, they kiss. Jewish Tradition is ambivalent about the implications of this kiss. One interpretation is that
Esav was permanently changed; the other is that although he kissed him here with full sincerity, historically there would be thousands of
years of conflict ahead – first, with the Roman Empire and later, as Esav evolved, with the Christian world. Rivkah “Imenu” had
received a prophecy regarding the relationship between descendants of the twins who were already fighting in her womb, “And HaShem
said to her, ‘Two nations are in your womb; and two Kingdoms from your insides shall be separated; the might shall pass from one
Kingdom to the other, but ultimately the elder shall serve the younger.’ ” The Talmud elaborates on the relationship: “They will never
be equal in greatness; when this one rises, the other will fall, and so it says in Yechezkel (26:2), “…the one who said, ‘I will be full’ is
soon destroyed.” Tyre was filled only from the destruction of Yerushalayim.” (Megilah 6a) The Roman Empire and Christianity were
ascendant for some 2,000 years. With the establishment of the State of Israel, one might have thought that at last, the tide had turned.
Except that our “cousins,” the descendants of Yishmael, have stood in our way; Yishmael, about whom Hagar received the following
prophecy: “…Behold, you will conceive, and give birth to a son; you shall name him Yishmael, for HaShem has heard your prayer. And
he shall be a wild-ass of a man; his hand against everyone, and everyone’s hand against him…” (Bereshit 16:11-12) Ramban says that
the meaning of this verse is that his descendants will increase greatly in numbers and they will make war upon every nation.
In light of the prophecy mentioned above, it is not surprising that the United States, the greatest Christian nation, has locked horns with
Yishmael in our time. This conflict has metamorphosed into a continuation of the struggle between the Shiite sect of Islam and their
Sunni counterpart, in which the U.S. has become inextricably entangled. The fact that America fails to recognize the Sunni-Shiite
conflict as the continuation of their nearly 1400-Year Civil War that arose from their violent disagreement over the succession of the
leadership of Islam after the death of Mohammed, is nothing short of unbelievable. That leadership passed to Abu Bakr, one of
Mohammed’s closest companions. Some in the Islamic community believed that the leadership should have passed to Ali, who was
Mohammed’s cousin, his adopted son, his first convert and husband of his daughter Fatima. Supporters of Abu became the Sunnis;
those of Ali, the Shiites. The Caliphate transferred a number of times before it reached Ali, who was murdered in 661, and buried in
Najaf in today’s Iraq, which remains a major Shiite holy site. The murder of Ali seems to have defined the relationship between the two
sects, which echoes today in the streets of Baghdad with the mayhem of suicide car bombers and other niceties. The profound lack of
understanding of the nature of the Sunni-Shiite conflict has not made the position of the U.S. any easier.
But riding to the rescue of President Bush and to save the world from impending catastrophe, is the posse of ten, heroically led by
James Baker, known for his great “friendship” for the State of Israel and the Jewish People. Their recommendations include
“negotiations with Syria and Iran,” arch-enemies of Israel and the Jews. Indeed, the President of Iran has made clear that the major
goal of his foreign policy is the destruction, G-d Forbid, of the State of Israel. One of the recommendations of the panel is that, in
pursuing a “regional solution” for the problems of the Mid-East, of which the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is of course the root, Israel
should forthwith “return the Golan Heights to Syria,” a proposal which, when analyzed from the normal strategic and military
perspectives would, G-d Forbid, be suicidal for the State of Israel!
So here we are. The American electorate has voted for a change in American policy, and the Baker Group has seemingly provided
that. Appeasement of the Islamic world with the sacrifice of Israel, seems to be next. The forces of Gog and Magog seem to be
aligning themselves, with Israel at the center of the battleground. The “footsteps of Mashiach” are heard in the background. Chaza”l
said they hoped for the Coming of Mashiach but did not want to see the prelude. It is not hard to imagine why.
PF

