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tm, hf ,arp ,ca crg
,urb ,eksv: 6:45 PM
vjbn: 6:50 PM

hf ,arp ,ca kukt d"h

Sunday ,hrja 7:45 AM
Weekday ,hrja
Mon. and Thurs.: 6:20 and 7:45 AM
Tues., Wed. and Fri.: 6:30 and 7:45 AM

tm, hf ,arp ,ca
,hrja 8:45 AM
gna ,thre inz ;ux 9:45 AM
,uct herp 4:55 PM
rugha trnd 5:45 PM
vjbn 6:30 PM
,hahka vsugx
chrgn 7:44 PM

Weekday chrgn-vjbn
Sunday – Thursday 6:40 PM

tc, hf ,arp ,ca crg
,urb ,eksv: 6:33 PM
vjbn: 6:40 PM

Shiurim
Sundays at 8:30 AM – vrz vsucg ,fxn – Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb
Mondays at 6:30 PM – ,ufrc ,fxn – Rabbi Chaim Wein
New Mondays at 8:00 PM - Hachnosas Kallah of Monsey sponsors lectures for women of all ages. Rabbi Eliyahu Bergstein
will speak this week in our library on, "Your Net Worth."
Tuesdays at 8:15 PM – Partners in Torah
Wednesdays at 8:15 PM - trzg rpx - Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb
Monday through Friday after the second ,hrja-lubjv rpx – Rabbi Yosef Fischer
Monday through Thursday at 9:45 AM - trnd shiur - Rabbi Leibel Reznick
hnuhv ;s I, Monday through Friday 5:25 AM and Sunday at 6:30 AM – Mordechai Rudman
hnuhv ;s II, Monday through Thursday after chrgn and Sunday at 9:30 AM – Rabbi Yosef Fischer
Women’s ohkv, group meets on ,ca 45 minutes before vjbn.

Shul Announcements
Barry Lifschitz and Alan Zamore are jointly sponsoring Seuda Shlishit this coming Shabbos in commemoration of the yahrzeits of
their respective mothers.
th
This Sunday eve, Sept. 18 at 8:15 p.m., Rachel Friedman, director of the Yesodot Program at Drisha Institute, will speak on
“Shedding Sin: The Scapegoat Ritual of Yom Kippur, Its Meaning and Relevance to the Process of Repentance.”
Tuesday evening, September 20th, Mayor of Gush Etzion, Shaul Goldstein will speak on, “Expulsion from Gaza: Where Do We Go
from Here?” He will provide an eyewitness account on the withdrawal and evacuation of our brethren in Israel.
Harav Yecheskel Yarai, Rosh Yeshiva of Kollel Mishkanot Yaacov of Betar, Israel will be at the Kranzlers, 10 Louis Avenue, on
nd
Wednesday, September 22 from 7 to 10 p.m. The entire community is invited to meet and consult with the Rav for a bracha.
Sen. Hillary Clinton and Sen. Jon Kyl will be the featured speakers at the HUVPAC dinner on Sunday, September 25th. Honorees
are Phyllis Wind and Estelle and Allen Eisenkraft. For further information, go to www.huvpac.org or call 845.364.9375.
Mordechai Rudman, maggid shiur of our shul’s early morning Daf Yomi will be sponsoring a Siyum in the Simcha Room on
th
September 29 . For further information, please contact Dr. Moshe Kranzler.
Reminder: Our fund-raising Wine Sale is going on now. To place an order, contact Miriam Frankel at 368-8558, fax your order to
356-8558 or e-mail your order to frankelmath@yahoo.com by Wednesday, September 21st. You can download the wine list
and order form from our website (it’s on long paper). Go to baistorah.org, select Resources and then Member Downloads.
Bais Torah is pleased to announce its first ever online kibud auction. It’s easy to participate! Just go to www.baistorah.org, click on
Resources, and then click on “e-bays Torah Auction.” You’ll find a list of kibudim and directions on how to bid. You can also
bid on this year’s kibudim by calling Raizie Lutwak at 425-5816 or e-mailing her at raizie@optonline.net.
Rabbi Gottlieb will be escorting us this winter on a Mission to Israel. If you are interested in what promises to be a very exciting trip,
please contact our office right away or return the form we mailed with your preferred dates of travel.
We are looking for Shabbos morning group leaders 10th grade and up for children ages 4 through 8 from 10 AM until shul ends,
twice a month or alternating Shabbosim. Please call Felise Katz at 357-0129 if you or someone you know may be interested.
The Board of Directors’ next meeting will be Thursday night, September 29, after Maariv. All are invited.

Mazel Tov
Mel and Betty Sinowitz on the birth of a grandson, born to Yoni and Malya Sinowitz

Refuah Shelaimah
Ellie Arnot’s mother, Rachel Arnot - vbaua ,c kjr vhj
Michael Rossman’s mother, Ilse Rossman - vra ,c gygh
Shirlee Aaronson - tnukc ,c vbj vra
Mr. Shapiro - vtk vfkn ic kthjh rhtn ohhj
Jerry and Roz Seigel’s son, Yoni - vbaua ic i,buvh
Joel Rosenwasser’s mother - gmbhrpa ,c vtk gap
Helen Loebenstein - kjr ,c hbkhv

How to Reach Us
Rabbi Yisroel Gottlieb 357-3913, rabbigottlieb@yahoo.com
President Peter Katz, 357-0129 peter@pkatech.com
Treasurer Barry Lifschitz, 352-0226, Fax 352-0841or barry@lifschitz.net
Maintenance Yis Helprin 494-7446
Yahrtzeit Tikun Moshe Tilson, 426-0976
Chesed Committee Charlie Grandovsky, 425-4683
Simcha Room Reservations/Kiddushim Jack Gross, 357-4121
Bikur Cholim Eveline Kranzler, 352-8410 and
Eiruv 362-4302
Chosh Levy, 425-6827
Mikvah 425-6101
Shul Secretary Esther Garber, 352-1343
Youth Felise Katz 357-0129
Sisterhood Liaison Betty Schloss, 369 – 1833
Hachnosas Orchim Facility for homeless, Shea Jacobs 425-9617
Lost and Found Michael Loebenstein, 425-8895
Chevra Kadisha Steve Fessel, 425-1713, Ephraim Pessin, 914-420-6714 or Gloria Gordon, 425-1276
Sisterhood Tribute Cards Esther Garber, 352-1343
Bais Torah Bulletins Email baistorah@taxprof.net, Fax (845) 368-4172, or call (845) 368-2222. To receive e-mail updates, write to
baistorah@aol.com. This bulletin is now downloadable from the web at www.baistorah.org.

In Case of Emergency
The Red Hatzoloh Phone is in the hallway on the wall between the rear washing station and the Simcha Room.
The Defibrillator is in a cubby in the coat room opposite the Hatzoloh phone.

Parashat "Ki Tetze" - 5765 - “Tohar HaNeshek,” Purity of Arms
Parashat Ki Tetze opens (Devarim 21:10-14) with a concession to human nature, that sets the Army of Israel apart morally from its
counterparts in the fighting forces of all other nations. The Jewish soldier who, in the course of battle, sees a woman among the enemy
population who arouses great desire in his heart, is permitted by the Torah to live with her either at once or, according to a second opinion,
only after a specific period in which she undergoes various procedures (such as cutting off her hair) to make her seem less attractive, and is
allowed to mourn for her parents. According to both opinions, at the end of the mourning period, he is required to take her as his wife.
In Devarim 23:15, the Torah states explicitly the over-arching principle required by the Torah of the Army of Israel, “For the L-rd your
G-d goes in the midst of your camp, to deliver you and to defeat your enemies before you; therefore must your camp be holy; that He see no
unclean thing in you, and turn away from you.”
Based on the Talmud, the RAMBAM in “Hilchot Melachim,” The Laws of Kings, Chapters Four through Eight, describes the military
rights and responsibilities of Kings of Israel. There are two categories of war for which the King can call upon the military force of his
nation; namely, a “Milchemet Mitzvah,” an Obligatory War, and a “Milchemet Reshut,” a Non-Obligatory War. The first category includes
Wars against the Seven Nations of Canaan, against Amalek and wars of self-defense. The second category includes wars undertaken in order
to extend the boundaries of Israel, and to enhance its political position in the world. The former does not require authorization by the
Sanhedrin; the latter does.
The RAMBAM writes at the beginning of Chapter Six, “No war is launched against any opponent without offering terms of peace.” In
Halachah Five, he describes communiqués sent by Yehoshua to foreign leaders upon the entry of the Jewish People into the Land of Canaan:
1. Whoever wishes to flee, may exercise that option;
2. Whoever wishes to make peace under our terms, may do so;
3. Whoever wishes to enter into battle with us, may do so.
Several individuals are given 1-year deferments from participation in Non-Obligatory Wars. One who has just begun to build a house,
another who has planted a vineyard and a third who is a newly-wed “chatan.” Each is excused for one year, perhaps based again upon human
nature, that it would be unfair to prevent someone who has embarked upon a new chapter in his life from consummating the project, and also
from the realistic expectation that it would be too much to ask someone in those situations to “put them aside,” and focus whole-heartedly
upon the battle.
Another category of exemption from front-line duty is described by the Torah in Devarim 20:8 as someone who is “fearful and fainthearted.” Who this is talking about is the subject of debate. One opinion is that the reference is to someone who is afraid that he doesn’t
deserve the protection of HaShem because of sins that he has committed. A second opinion is that the reference is literally to one who is
afraid of hand-to-hand combat.
The RAMBAM says (Chapter 7, Halachah 15), that those soldiers who remain should “rely on the Hope of Israel and its Savior in times
of trouble, and he should know that it is for the sake of the Unity of G-d’s Name that he fights, and he should take his life in his hand, and not
be afraid nor fearful, and he should not think of his wife, or his children, but rather wipe thoughts of them from his mind and concentrate
entirely on the battle... and one who fights with his whole heart without fear, and with his only thought to sanctify the Name of HaShem, may
be assured that he will not come to harm...”
It is quite clear that the conflict with the Palestinians in which Eretz Yisrael finds itself currently, is a “Milchemet Mitzvah,” a war that
follows the historic guidelines of an Obligatory War of self-defense.
Furthermore, the IDF has always subscribed to the principle of “Tohar HaNeshek,” Purity of Arms, which means, among other things, that it
does not purposely pursue the objective of inflicting civilian casualties, that is, in fact, the primary goal of our bloodthirsty opponents. As
King David prayed in Mizmor 83:
“...They said, ‘Come let us eliminate them from the family of nations, and let the name of Israel never be mentioned again!’ For they
have formed a conspiracy; against You they have made a covenant. Dwellers in the tents of Edom and Yishmael, Moav and the Hagar-ites;
Geval and Amon and Amalek, Philistia together with the inhabitants of Tzor... Who said, ‘Let us seize for our possession the pastures of Gd.’ ”
“O my G-d, make them like the whirling chaff; like the stubble before the wind. As the fire burns a forest, and as the flame sets the mountain
on fire; So pursue them with your tempest, and terrify them with your storm...”
“...That they will know that You alone, Whose Name is the L-rd, are the most high over all the earth.”
PF

